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“The hospice staff  
is incredible.”

YOUR GIFT HELPS FAMILIES 
IN DIFFICULT TIMES



 

Rosemary describes their family and friends as very close, 
and jokingly says “sometimes too close.” Mitch had the ability 
to bring people together, especially through his guitar music.

Comfort and dignity at the end of life; YOUR gift to RiverStone Health Hospice makes it possible.
Community among Firefighters

Like his father, Mitch Erdmann protected the 
Billings community as a firefighter and rose to the 
respected rank of Captain. After a 30-year career 
he retired, and was diagnosed with stage IV colon 
cancer a year later. With the support of his family 
and brotherhood of firefighters, Mitch courageously 
fought cancer for 10 months. Mitch passed away at 
the RiverStone Health Hospice Home at the age of 
55, leaving behind his wife Rosemary, their 3 children 
and 3 grandchildren. 

Mitch’s last week of life at the RiverStone Health 
Hospice Home was dignified and peaceful. Mitch 
was frequently in pain but during his time at the 
Home, Rosemary said, “RiverStone Health Hospice 

staff was amazing. Not only did they alleviate his 
pain, the caregivers gave comfort so we could be 
together as a family.”  

Because of the team of caregivers and volunteers 
at the Home, the Erdmann family and Mitch’s 
firefighting brothers were able to spend the Easter 
holiday together, enjoying quality time. “This time 
was so important to Mitch. Our grandkids became 
afraid of the hospital and being able to spend time 
with their grandpa at the Home was a gift,” said 
Rosemary.  

While supporting Mitch’s legacy, Rosemary continued 
his concern for fellow firefighters as she championed 
the passage of the Firefighter Protection Act in 
the 2019 Montana Legislature. Enacted in July, the 
act provides workers’ compensation benefits to 
firefighters for diseases associated with firefighting 
like cancer.  

As life nears its end, it’s important to focus on 
physical, emotional, and spiritual well-being by 
honoring and respecting every patient and family 
we serve. Your gifts make the care like Mitch 
received available to EVERYONE, regardless of 
their finances. 

Hospice Tree of Lights helps families and friends with their grief.  The 
celebration includes memorial names, candles, spiritual inspirations, 
and lighting the tree on our campus. In remembering our loved ones 
and reconnecting with those who cared for them, we heal.  

A celebration to remember
November 10th - 4pm at RiverStone Health

To remember a loved one at the Hospice Tree of Lights 
celebration, visit RiverStoneHealth.org by Monday October 28th

        RiverStone Health was more than Hospice 
Care, the nurses and staff made us feel like we 
were at home.  Everyone deserves this kind of 
extraordinary care.

“ “

-Rosemary Erdmann



RiverStone Reads is a literacy initiative incorporated into every well-child exam. The provider 
uses a book during the exam to discuss the importance of reading at home. Support of this year’s 

Scrub Run makes it possible for every child to receive their own book to take home.  

240 people “Scrubbed In” for the 5K Fun for the entire family

40 young athletes raced in the Kids’ Dash

All ages and activity levels

This year’s Scrub Run made possible withthe help of 50+ volunteers

See you at the 2020 Scrub Run!Party in South Park with music, awards and fun!

What a great day we shared on 
September 7th at the RiverStone 
Health Scrub Run.  This year’s 

5K raised $4,000 in critical support for RiverStone 
Reads. After the race, everyone celebrated with 
food, music, and microbrews in historical South Park. 

The Kids’ Dash turned out to be a must-see event with 
lots of kids full of energy. It was great to see so many 
friends being active and enjoying the beauty of South 
Billings. Mark your calendars for next year’s Scrub Run 
on September 12, 2020. 



Board of Directors
Alexander Martin – Chair, WMK & Western States Steel Erection Co.

John Felton – Vice-Chair, RiverStone Health 

Spencer Larsen – Secretary, Morgan Stanley Wealth Management 

Greg Wing – Treasurer, Retired CFO 

Debra Jones, MD – Anesthesia Partners of Montana

Ryan Nordlund – City Vineyard 
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Bill Underriner – Underriner Motors

Steve Wahrlich – Best Western Plus ClockTower Inn

Foundation Staff
Kristie Asay, CFRE – Executive Director

Kelly Schrock – Development Coordinator

Alli Kieckbusch – Development Associate

Stay up-to-date
Subscribe to our emails to occasionally 
hear about events and other happenings at 
RiverStone Health. To sign up, email us at:  
foundation@RiverStoneHealth.org

MT Endowment Tax Credit questions?
Contact Executive Director Kristie Asay, CFRE.
Announcements
Memorial Listing: Gifts given in tribute are posted 
quarterly at RiverStoneHealth.org/memorial

Facebook 
There is more happening at RiverStone Health 
Foundation than can fit in this newsletter. Like us 
on Facebook to keep in touch. 

Opt out
If you no longer wish to receive communications 
from RiverStone Health Foundation, please 
call 800.398.9022 and ask for the Foundation.  
Contact us directly at 406.651.6555, or email                                         
foundation@RiverStoneHealth.org to opt out. 

Create a legacy by remembering RiverStone Health Foundation in your will.
123 South 27th Street • Billings, MT 59101 • RiverStoneHealth.org • 406.651.6555

• Cash and credit card gifts are 100% deductible and go to the 
care of RiverStone Health patients today!

• IRA Owners over 70½ years old: the IRA Charitable Rollover 
will not push you into a higher bracket if you gift your 
mandatory distribution.

• Charitable Gift Annuities qualify you to receive the Montana 
Endowment Tax Credit (dollar-for-dollar reduction in taxes owed).

• Appreciated Stock issues? By giving securities, you eliminate 
capital gains and receive a charitable deduction.

  Call Kristie, Certified Gift Planner, about your year-end giving. 

Don’t miss out on YOUR tax benefits

Kristie Asay, CFRE
Executive Director
RiverStone Health Foundation
406.651.6510 
Kristie.Asa@RiverStoneHealth.org

We’re here to help you get started now!
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