
Dr. Payden (center) credits his passion for service to his parents. 
Many of his volunteer efforts center on the environment and 

national parks. He was mentored by a doctor who practiced at a 
community health center like RiverStone Health Clinic. 

Dr. Payden is a second-year resident with Montana Family 
Medicine Residency (MFMR) at RiverStone Health.

As a youth, Dr. Richard Payden helped fill sandbags 
alongside his parents as floodwaters threatened the 
area around his hometown of Moline, Illinois, during 
the Mississippi River’s Great Flood of 1993. As a medical 
school student, he did a rotation at a clinic on the 
Caribbean island of St. Maarten. The island, a tourist 
destination with beaches and ritzy resorts, also has 
ramshackle pockets of poverty.

“It was a stark contrast between the mega-yachts 
anchored offshore to the rundown houses and 
dilapidated shacks that were abundant throughout the 
island,” he said. The clinic saw everyone from wealthy 
tourists to impoverished families.  His heart went out 
to the orphans that he and other medical students 
took on monthly outings to fun spots around the 
island. 

Dr. Payden exemplifies the culture of service the 
Montana Family Medicine Residency (MFMR) fosters. 
Among the 1,200 or more doctors who apply for eight 
residency slots each year, MFMR’s faculty typically 
choose doctors who have a background of service and 
who have demonstrated a willingness to care for the 
most vulnerable patients. 
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Baldwin Award Recipient
MFMR receives prestigious award

“You can’t train values and belief systems,” says John 
Felton, CEO of RiverStone Health. “That’s what people 
bring to their training.” 

This spring, MFMR was nationally recognized for 
nurturing the compassionate practice of medicine – 
caring for both the doctors training in the residency 
and for the patients they serve. The prestigious 
Baldwin Award was presented by the Accreditation 
Council for Graduate Medical Education, (ACGME), 
and the Arnold P. Gold Foundation. RiverStone Health 
shares the Baldwin award with both local hospitals, 
partners in sponsoring the residency.

Of 800 medical residency institutions only 60 were 
invited to apply for the Baldwin award. Six were 
chosen as finalists with only three awards presented 
this spring.  Two much larger institutions, Vanderbilt 
University Medical Center and Virginia Commonwealth 
University Health System, were chosen along with 
MFMR.  

Congratulations to the administrators, faculty and 
alumni of MFMR for this accomplishment, as well as 
the current residents caring for thousands of patients.

https://www.riverstonehealth.org/Default.aspx?TabId=71


Marge, Vicki, BrookLynn, & Sydney, multigenerational  
participants... a great day out for the whole family!

RiverStone Health Clinic in the Ballard Center

The one certainty in healthcare these days is uncertainty.  
Nationally, we’ve seen millions more people get access to 
healthcare. In Montana, the expansion of Medicaid has 
made a tremendous impact on the 77,000 Montanans 
who now have access to affordable preventive care in 
clinics instead of through expensive emergency room 
visits.  
As the national health policy debate continues, and with 
it the future of Medicaid expansion, RiverStone Health 
is a bedrock of certainty.  Since 1984 we have provided 
affordable primary care through the RiverStone Health 
Clinic, with the 
number of patients 
more than doubling 
since that time. 
We now serve over 
15,000 patients a 
year, but with our 
existing Clinic space, 
we struggle to meet 
their needs. 
RiverStone Health 
must build a new 
health center to 
expand patient 
access and enhance 
healthcare education 

training.  Access is our driving force and we strongly 
believe this is an investment in people, not a building. 
A new health center will allow the care and nurturing 
of vulnerable children and families who call Billings and 
Eastern Montana home.
Since RiverStone Health Foundation has led fundraising 
efforts for the new Clinic, we are thankful for the 
support we’ve received. If you have not yet contributed 
to the Building a Healthy Community campaign, we 
invite you to make an investment in our community’s 
health. Individual gifts help ensure timely access to 

affordable preventive 
healthcare.
We all benefit when 
the health our family, 
friends, neighbors, 
and community 
members improves 
through access to 
affordable primary 
care.  
Join us in Building a 
Healthy Community 
by calling Foundation 
Director Kristie Asay 
at 406.671.3088.  

Run for Health • 5K
     Saturday, September 9th • 9am
     Register: RiverStoneHealth.org/run 
     Walk or Run
     Start at RiverStone Health and finish at South Park
     FREE Kids’ Run • 1 mile loop around South Park • 10am

Please join us for this year’s Run for Health promoting 
health while celebrating the beauty within south Billings. 
The proceeds will benefit RiverStone Reads, a literacy 
program that adds a discussion of reading at each  
well-child exam.  The provider uses a book during the 
exam to discuss the importance of reading at home. 
RiverStone Reads will serve children 6 months through 
age 18 by giving them a book to keep.  This outreach 
promotes literacy in our community. 

Please bring new or gently used books  
with you on September 9th! 

Run for Health • Walk for Fitness
Benefits RiverStone Reads

Want to volunteer?  Please contact: 
Kelly Schrock at 406.651.6492

Going Strong!
Building a Healthy Community



LP Anderson Tire/Palace Bar
Men’s/Mixed 1st Place Gross: 56

Montana Health FCU
Women’s 1st Place Gross: 62

This team of ladies has  
been supporting the  
RiverStone Health 

Hospice Golf Tournament 
every year since it began!  

Jennie Waggoner, Earlene Davis, 
Nancy Metzger, Helen Ryan

Sponsored by First Interstate Bank

Shelley Popp & Karen Bailey celebrate a great shot 
for the Avalon Consulting team!

See you next year!
June 1, 2018

30th Anniversary

June 2, 2017
The sun was shining! What a great day at the RiverStone Health 
Hospice Golf Tournament. On behalf of the staff, volunteers, clients, 
and families of RiverStone Health we want to thank everyone who 
helped make this year’s tournament a huge success, especially our 
Presenting Sponsor Dick Anderson Construction.  
Full Tournament results, including team results, putting challenge, 
flag prizes and raffle winners, can be found at RiverStoneHealth.org 
and on our Facebook page.

Together YOU helped raise 
over $50,000 for Hospice Care

Thank You!

John Galt, 
Eide Bailly

Jared Stickland, 
Afternoon Extended Driver

Jeff Ballard, 
Morning Extended Driver

Advanced Care Hospital  
Women’s 1st Place Net: 59

Johnstone Supply
Men’s/Mixed 1st Place Net: 51
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RiverStone Health Foundation

Foundation Board Members
Steve Wahrlich – Chair, Best Western Plus ClockTower Inn
Rob Hunter – Secretary, First Choice Health
Mary Hernandez – Treasurer, Invisage Consulting LLC
Deborah Anspach – Retired Attorney
Allen Blackford, DDS – Retired, Yellowstone Family Dental
Michael Dennis, PhD – Retired, MSU Billings
John Felton – RiverStone Health
Brady Hoiness – PayneWest Insurance
Spencer Larsen – Morgan Stanley Wealth Management
Alex Martin – First Interstate Bank
Bob Wilmouth, MD – Rocky Mountain College
Greg Wing – Retired, Stillwater Mining Company

Foundation Staff
Kristie Asay, CFRE – Executive Director
Kelly Schrock – Development Coordinator
Ashley Mashek – Donor Relations Specialist

Green Option
Want to receive this newsletter via email?
Simply email us at: foundation@RiverStoneHealth.org,  
and we’ll add you to the list.  By subscribing to our 
emails, you will occasionally hear from us about 
events and other happenings at RiverStone Health. 

MT Endowment Tax Credit questions?
Please contact Executive Director Kristie Asay, CFRE

Announcements
Memorial Listing: Gifts given in honor are posted 
quarterly at RiverStoneHealth.org/foundation

Facebook 
There is more happening at RiverStone Health 
Foundation than can fit in this newsletter.  
Stay up-to-date by liking us on Facebook. 

Opt Out
If you no longer wish to receive communications 
from RiverStone Health Foundation, please 
call 800.398.9022 and ask for the Foundation.  
Contact us directly at 406.651.6555, or email us at                                         
foundation@riverstonehealth.org to unsubscribe. 

Save the date...

Saturday, September 9, 2017

5K Walk or Run • Kids’ Run
RiverStoneHealth.org/run
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